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declared that her Edict did not go far enough, and clamoured
for further concessions; several fights, with the slaughter of
opponents, took place, and both parties now prepared openly
for civil war. An intercepted letter from a Protestant minister
disclosed to the Guises the fact that the Protestants were
plotting a wholesale massacre of the Roman Catholics in
Paris; the writer of the letter quoted the examples of Gideon
and Judith, and said that he "felt in his spirit a God-sent
vocation to do this deed.'* Ten years later (on St. Bartholo-
mew's Day, 1572) the Roman Catholics apparently felt the
same "vocation." Catherine, knowing that the object of both
sides was to get possession of the King, withdrew with him
to Fontainebleau, first ordering the Duke of Guise not to
bring an armed force into Paris, an order which he promptly
proceeded to disobey; whereupon Catherine, determined to
keep the antagonists apart if possible, begged Conde to quit
Paris, which he did. Guise, with a Roman Catholic force,
seized Paris; the Protestants, under Conde and Coligny,
seized Orleans and other towns on the Loire and the Rhone;
and the First Religious War had begun (May 1562). The
Duke of Guise proceeded with a force to Fontainebleau, cap-
tured the Queen Regent and the King, and escorted them
under a guard first to Paris and thence to Melun, where,
though treated with* courtesy, they were practically Guise's
prisoners, and were not allowed to communicate by letter or
other means with the outside world. Elizabeth of England,
joining in the conflict, sent over an English force which occu-
pied Havre and Rouen; and the war rapidly spread in both
northern and southern France. Meanwhile Catherine, who
after a time had managed to get free from the power of Guise,
was struggling in every way to reconcile the combatants, but
for some time without any success. Various battles ensued, in
which at length the King of Navarre was killed, Conde taken
prisoner by the Roman Catholics, and Montmorency by the
Protestants.
In February 1563, while the Duke of Guise was besieging